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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton’s, mother.  Bro. Rick Hulsey. 


 Sis. Nancy Woods, Sis. Patty Keenan’s parents. 


 Tony Wilkie,  recovering from a stroke.


 Sis. Ellizabeth Hammond’s sister Becca Debee,


she is doing much better per Ellizabeth’s report.


Sis. Doris Davis, Sis. Elaine Clem’s mother. 


Sis. Linda Tramell Steven’s mother 


All of our new Converts. Josh Sams, Aundrea


 Sams, Ashle Vallis, Jennifer Parsons, Grace


McCurry, Megan Funkhauser. 


Our expectant mother Sis. Tiffany Donofrio.


Check the board in the back for others. 


Remember Crystal Crouch.  


_________________________________


Group “A” meeting after PM Service.


_________________________________


Upcoming Events to Remember





Bible Forum …………March 2011


With Bro. Ferrell Jenkins


_________________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Preston Jackson


Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper---Sam Adams


   Asst. 1-----Dion Clark


   Asst. 2-----Grant Hicks


   Asst. 3-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 4-----Ken Gay


   Asst. 5-----Rob Williams


2nd Prayer----Ryan Pink 


Read Scripture---Cliff Wiggs 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcement—Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Zachary Rogers 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Joey Jackson


Song Leader-------Michael Burke


2nd Prayer------Jordan Huff


Read Scripture ---Alex Wiggs


Sermon----Brad Bowman


Lord's Supper---Matt Jones


Announcement--Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Chris Jackson


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Ross Statham


 Invitation---Josh Green


 Closing Prayer---Clay Bowman





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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 “Prune It”





Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: and if it bear fruit thenceforth, (well); but if not, thou shalt cut it down. (Luke 13:8-9)





    Shortly after Carolyn and I move into our home here in Cumming, I decided to plant a pear tree, something I had wanted for a long time, growing up under one as a kid. I went to the local nursery and selected a dwarf variety of good stock about seven or eight feet tall and took it home to plant in my selected spot.  With some fertilizer, water and a little TLC it grew well and by the third year it had more than doubled in size and the next year put on a few blooms but no fruit. I thought it’s only a matter of time now and I will have all the fruit I can use.  Much to my surprise the next two years yielded no fruit as well.


       Not knowing what to do I turned to the web site of a local horticulturist /talk show host for the answer. I went into great detail about the tree, the variety, how and where I planted it, the care I had given it, etc. and to my surprise his reply came back in only two words, “prune it”. 


     Having little knowledge and less experience on the subject of pruning I went to the local county extension office and picked up some pamphlets on pruning fruit trees. Following the instructions, it was a bumper crop and all who wanted to had fruit from my tree.  


     The pamphlet described pruning as, “removing superfluous growth that does not produce fruit but takes nutrition from other limbs preventing them from doing so”.   The three major benefits are, “protects the health of the plant”,   	Cont. on Page 3 








The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Jesus' Teaching On Humility


By Sewell Hall





In harmony with God's choices through the centuries, Jesus chose the humblest men available to be His apostles.  Even then, His greatest challenge was teaching them to be humbler still.  And today, this may be the Lord's greatest challenge in making us useful citizens of His kingdom.








to become great among you, let him be your servant.  And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave" (Matthew 20:20-27).


     In Jerusalem, Jesus unleashed His pent-up godly wrath upon the Pharisees.  Some of His sharpest words were aimed at their pride.  "They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, greetings in the market places, and to be called of men, "Rabbi, Rabbi.". Then to His disciples, Jesus said, "But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for one is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren.  . . . And do not be called teacher, for One is your teacher, the Christ. But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant.  And whoever exalts himself will be abased, and he who humbles himself will be exalted" (Matthew 23:6-12). The word teacher is from the same word from which we get doctor.


     One would suppose that surely the apostles would have learned by this time.  But, sadly enough, during that last supper with Jesus "there was also rivalry among them, as to which of them should be considered the greatest" (Luke 18:24).  Jesus had to explain all over again the principles of true greatness in His kingdom.


      Not until they saw the king "for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor" did they finally learn the lesson of greatness in the kingdom. This is the prescription for humility in me.


"When I survey the wondrous Cross


On which the Prince of glory died,


My richest gain I count but loss


And pour contempt on all my pride".








					





Cont from Page 1





“directs the growth of the tree” and “produces more and better fruit”. 


When you stop to think about it that is exactly what Christians need, to be what the Lord wants us to be. Have you ever given thought to a need to prune the superfluous things from your life that prevent fruit bearing and to shape it as God would have it?


     In the title verse, Jesus teaches without doubt that we must bear fruit and what happens to us if we do not.  (Lk. 13: 6-9) When He addressed His disciples about their role as branches, expected to bear fruit, it is necessary to abide in Him and those who do not are pruned, wither away and are burned. (Jn. 15: 5-6) In Galatians 5 Paul contrasts the works of the flesh, by which none can reach heaven, (Gal. 5: 19-21) with the Christian’s fruit of the Spirit, “against which there is no law”.  (vv. 22-23) and he says, “And they that are of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with the passions and the lusts thereof.”


(Gal 5:24) The idea of crucifying the flesh is to prune from our life those things that sap away the nutrients of God’s will and prevents us from much fruit bearing. 


     Are there superfluous things that keep you from meeting with the saints regularly? “Prune it”. It is necessary (Heb. 10: 25)


     Are there superfluous things that keep you from personal bible study and prayer? “Prune it”. It’s important that you study to bear fruit. (II Tim. 2: 15)


    There are many things we could consider but in short let us all be willing to prune from our lives anything that would prevent us from being the fruit bearers that God expects us to be.


			JP








       Little children are totally unconscious of position, of whose family is more or less important, of who is richer or poorer, or who is from one race or another.  Until they are influenced by adults, they have no pride to make them feel superior to others, or to be wounded by a perception that others are superior.  Jesus says this is the way it must be among citizens of His kingdom, particularly among those who would be great.


     Jesus attended a feast and "noted how they chose the best places."  He advised the guests to avoid choosing the most prominent seat, because if some more important came in, they might be embarrassed by being asked to move down to the foot of the table.  Better to sit at the humblest place and be honored by being invited to "go up higher."  Then He added His oft-repeated words, "For whoever exalts himself will be abased, and he who humbles himself will be exalted" (Luke 14:7-11). 


As Jesus and the twelve journeyed toward Jerusalem, the mother of James and John came asking a special favor of Him: that her two sons might sit, one on His right and one on His left in the kingdom.  Mark reveals that James and John were also involved in the request.  How ambitious they were!  The others, however, were just as ambitious.  They were "moved with indignation," feeling that James and John were seeking an advantage to get the high position they all wanted.  Jesus observed that the greatness they were seeking was Gentile greatness, based on appointment to a position over others.  Jesus said, "It shall not be so among you; but whoever desires 








The Sermon on the Mount followed immediately the Lord's choice of the twelve.  His very first words enjoined humility:  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Continuing, He warned against the practice of those whose desire for the glory of men caused them to do their alms, offer their prayers and even fast to be seen of men.  His "Judge not that you be not judged" was primarily intended to warn against the spirit of self-righteousness that overlooks one's own faults while delighting in finding faults in others.


     As time passed, Jesus seemed to favor three of the disciples above the others.  Only they were with him in the room when He raised the daughter of Jairus, and they alone witnessed His transfiguration.  These three must have felt a little more important than the others and the others may well have envied them.  For whatever reason, as they were on the road from the Mount of Transfiguration to Capernaum, they "disputed among themselves who would be the greatest.  And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 'If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all'" (Mark 9:34-35).  "And Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said "Assuredly I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore, whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven". (Matthew 18:2-3).














